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case of combat soldiers we saw many instances where long-standing latent con-
flicts came to the surface after the tour of duty. Although they had been
superficially well handled before the period of stress, afterward the ego could
not successfully repress them. The result was symptoms.
A small minority of combat soldiers were unable immediately to rechannel
their aggressive behavior into socially approved activity. Following VE- and
VJ-days in the various theaters, although no figures are available, it was ap-
parent that automotive and traffic accidents increased. On a personal visit I saw
numerous (and presumably more so than before VJ-day) soldiers in the re-
habilitation center outside Manila who had had good combat records but had
committed acts of violence after the fighting had stopped. Such reactions
must be regarded as pathological: The effectiveness of such men was high
when the situation permitted direct outlet for their aggressiveness; when it did
not, they became social offenders and noneffective soldiers.
The attitudes and reactions of soldiers who were about to return home
have been the object of several studies. In one of these Corwin 4S found that
the returning combat soldier was apparently free from disabling neuropsy-
chiatric symptoms. However, a reservoir of anxiety-producing factors in his
personality modified his outlook and provoked the resentment and hostility
toward civilians and present social conditions which were so frequently ex-
pressed. Under certain circumstances the anxiety might become great enough
to produce a neurosis. Sturdevant ** reported on 23 patients whose symptoms
were probably combat-induced but did not develop until weeks or months
after removal from the battle situation. They seemed to be precipitated by
problems in their readjustment on return from overseas.
Upon their return home a reactivation of old conflicts incapacitated some
men without regard to any psychological effect of combat service. Two such
cases are described by Eisendorfer and Lewis 45 which will serve as examples
of a reasonably common observation. In both instances the men had withstood
all the stress of combat experience and developed anxiety only after returning
to this country. One soldier feared to come home because of an emotional
conflict with his mother. The other feared to face a marriage which was con-
summated at the time he left for the Army. The Army had served as a means
whereby both of these men avoided their neurotic anxiety. Their return from
the external dangers of the war to the relatively greater internal dangers of
their unresolved conflicts in family relationships resulted in the reappearance of
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